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W HAT are the difficulties in our schools in the South?
We want to keep in mind two facts. First, the tendency
to-day is towards the shortening of the school term in

the colored schools. A few years ago the colored schools had
the same term as the whites, but gradually within the last ten
years they have been diminishing and shortening the terms where
they have had schools.

Another fact is that they are lowering the standard of the
public chools. In Chattanooga, a few years ago, the colored
schools were on a par with the white schools. They were just
as careful about the selection of teachers as the white schools.
To-day it is very different, and they have reduced the grades in
the colored schools, making them lower than a few years ago.
This is true all over the South, as a rule.

" Reaching the Outlying Districts"

We ought to have church societies, so as to reach the outlying
districts away from the centers and the railroads. Eighty-three
per cent of the Jegroes of this country are in the country. Only
seventeen per cent can be found in our citie. This eighty-three
per cent must depend largely upon the schools established by
the various denominations for education, for the public school
system makes but little provision for the education of those living

in the rural districts.
I have known of schools in some of the country district where

they have not had school for one or two years, and where the
schools have been established they averaged six week in a year.

Tennessee had no normal institution for the preparation of
teac!;lers for colored schools until a few years ago. To upply
in part this deficiency, the state appropriated $10,000 for a nor­
mal training school for the youth of African descent. The bene­
ficiaries of this fund were appointed by the state senators, which
appointment was worth $50 to the one appointed. This wa
to pay the entire expenses. This enabled a great many of the
young Negro people to obtain preparation for good teaching.
Three years ago the appropriation was withdrawn and since

then there has been no provision made.
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Another faet i , that while the ympalhyof th outh i mani­
fe t more largely than it wa a few year ago, the ympathy of
the orth i going from u.. There i not that inten e intere t
that we found tw nty, twenty-fiv ,and thirty year a-O'o, and it i
true not only in the laity but in the mini try. I am orry to ay
that it i true even in our own church. They la k the ympathy
among us in our mini try, so that when they und rtake to preach
the go pel they do it half-heartedly. It i diffi ult to ecure
teacher in the North who are intere t d uffi iently in the work
to become a part of it. There ar ome young teacher who
desire to obtain eA'})erien e in order to get incr a d alarie, who
will take work in our outhern chool, but they lack the deep
interest and mi ionary spirit
which characterized those who
engaged in it in former year .
Now and then we find teacher
of Southern birth who are in­
terested and become faithful
and efficient teacher, and who
remain ,vith us longer than
some of those from the North.
In twenty-five year t.here ha
not been a single year but I have
had one teacher of outbern
birth. 'We now have five, born
and educated in the South who
are doing splendid work for the
Master.

Twenty- even year ago I
could carcely walk on the idewalk without being in ulted, or
jo tIed off, and in many way they di play d their antipathy
to our work. But for everal y ar pa t tbat {eelio... h given
way to a kindlierfe ling.

Tbe majority of our b t P opl endor e the work and are
willincr to hlp. R centl th Board of Trade of Morri town
ub cribed 1,000 toward a new building.

The white people ofthe outh are fri nd of the Jegro. They
afford opportunitie for a Ii" lihood, which are denied him in
the North. He i the mechanic of the outh, egro painter,
plumbers, or carpenter frequently working on the ame caf­
fold \vith white men. It i but ju t to ay that with all of thc
uppo ed ympathy for the Jegro in the ortb, he find greater

opportuniti for work in the uth than in the North.


